ANNA SEWELL                        \
began writing homely ballads and verse for young people,
Walks With Mamma, the first of many juveniles, was writ-;
ten while rearing her own two children, Philip and Anna.     :
Black Beauty,, Anna's only book, was published in Eng- ;
land in 1877, a few months before Anna died.   Although ;
she lived long enough to enjoy its early success, she never
dreamed her book would enjoy the world-wide popularity it
has achieved.   Before the turn of the century Black Beauty
had been translated into five languages.   Probably as many
as three and a half million copies have been sold in America
alone.
*      *      *
John Beer, the creator of the illustrations in this edition,
was a popular artist of the late 19th century. He specialized
in sporting prints and contributed frequently to sporting
magazines of the day. He was the first and is generally con-
sidered the best artist to illustrate fully an edition of Black
Beauty. The drawings in this edition are reproductions
which appeared in that first illustrated edition.